الا 


2 - 1 


IMT Nuremberg Archives 


H - 1252 


International Court of Justice 





FINAL PLEADING 
bofore 
THE INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL A 
in the trial 
against 
HEKAN GOERING AND O 
by 


e 


Dr. OTTO BARON von LUEDI:G 


the defendant CONSTANTIN 


-= 
۲ 


NUEXNSERG, July 1946. 


m 





NOTES tbo FINAL PLEADING by DR,OTTO BARON VON LUEDINGHAUSENe 


Pages 9 to 44 will not be read in sessión,in view of the short 
amount of time made available, 


ERRATA% 
Page 63,line 4 read "acknowledged" between "Germany" and "equality". 
Page 65,add after the last lines "about this so-called Geman revolue 
tion which made it appear as a European danger not only to France and 
her allies but as well to Groat Britain," 

67,third line from bottom,leave out "against", 

69,line 15,5004 "nothing less than" before "throat", 

72,add after the last lines"even more than the former plans, thie- 


Simoneplan is far from giving justice to Germany,s well * 
de i for equality of سوت ی‎ and disarmament", 


omand 
73 leave out the first three words "or the armament" 

77,line l,road"re-esta' ..shment" instead of "withdrawal". 
82,1ino 20,road "French-..ussian alliance" 

97,line 3,add "adeployment zone for" between "Zono" and "the Fr 
و110‎ 11۳80 4,road "1919" irstead of "1921", 


118,line 24,road "1940" instead of "1959", 


135200 after the last lines"This,however,is directly contradice 
tory to Frank,s earlier statement", 


135, line cad "1939" instead of "1933", 
138,linc 24,read "riots" instead of "unrest", 
139,line 12 road "objections" instead of "misgivings" 


15),lin e 13,read "16.150" instead ۵۵ 
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Your Lordship, your Honours, 


is what Napoleon Bonaparte wrote 
fter the victorious capture 
shooting of 2,000 captured Turks. 1 statement by one of the men 
most outstanding in the conduct of we stood for unqualified condem- 


nation, 


not merely of wer as such, 
duct of wer considered as unavoidable and pe 
this word refle 


h-minded personalities 


founding of 
word. But 
hour which gavi irt! ( this 8 It , Was caused 
dictatod by the aspiration, no nly t ircunscribo war as 
manner in which 15 is waged, the independence of 
but beyond that to and ways to climinate war a 
relations of the peoples. It 
the same high goal, to create an Internationel Law to govern 
all peoples of all Btates, as they live alongside and together, snd to which 


all States and peoples 
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gs will submit, and by which they will be 


your Honours, and if the entire 


Germans that 


cause for of such 
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I could not but 


help 
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peace. 
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use 
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the present Court Trial 
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case,- in other words just 


ended; 


of venzeance because cf harm and 


nations and is atone for them, 


decision to eliminate 


zh the stipulation 


of tho nations 
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infinitely peinful it is for us 
have furnished 
a ver 


and 


ght fort’: by the will 


good, throu 


to abide in 


who wish to rank as civilised State 
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must abide 
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responsibility of the statesmen 
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then this constitutes a deed which the sincere cenviction of every 
peace loving person will welcome. It furthermore contains two 
elements apparently suited to revolutionize all that was heretofore 
known in this world for handling and directing the foreign policy 
of States, and to raise it onto a new and undoubtedly higher ethicel 
basis. 

It has been an anciently established postulate for the olicy 
of a statesman and his rating before history - which has been so 
Since the speech made famous by Pericles and since Plato's Stato 
doctrines, making it the foremost, I would almost say the only postulate- 
to exert every endeavor to obtain for his people, for the State under 
his stewerdship, the highe possible level of existence, of maintenance, 
and improvement of its standerd living, of its position among nations, 
irrespective of the means it might require. Every nation on earth 
includes in its history statesmen who, seen in this light, are being 
extolled and honored as shining examples, and who went down in history 
e.s such merely because they were successful, and without testing 
whether the means used by them to obtain success were in harmony or 
not with the ethical principles, not only of the Christian but of all 
high-ranking moral philosophies. To this maxim the Charter of this 
High Tribunal opposes a new maxim in at it stipulates that every 
war of aggression places culpability on the person responsible fór 
the war, without regard for the question of success or failure in the 
ware However, this means nothing else but subjection to the moral law = 
which rejects application of force of any kind as a means of policy ب‎ 
of every state stewardship, even tho most successful and the most 


victorious, 
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If, however, this is to have practical meaning end success, ther 
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the subjection of every State Stevardship to the test and judgment by 
all other civilised States in the world, riu the Cherter 
esteblished by this 


juigment of £11 innorpolitioc 
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fail to recoznize th 


And even if my cliont and I myself in no way 
inl as based on the Charter, nome 


import^nt issue in this tr 
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in sha 


arp contrast to the principles of law of ^11 democrati 


of cvory democrntic-libpral principle of law - it proposes 


Judgment on ond inflict punishmen 


7 there 
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s as assistance and co—partnership in thc vlanning, prepar 
T waging of war, thereby placing upon him joint-rcsponsi» 
the war, or even for crucltics and atrocitics committcd durin: 
By reason of the very fact of th. Appliention, in 
Intornationnl Law and i mocrat State an. applie-tion modo 
for tho first time in this j f the anl doctrine that nn 
already committed can subsequently be mede punishable by lav, 
ults mand thet the question of tho 


guilt of the defendant - in other words thc consciousncss, 


of tho amornlity nnd tho prosuned criminality of tho deca 


active 
before a verdict is arrived n 


only rob this trinl of its 


procedure appear before t} 
truest and prfoundest 
the robe of justice, 


extrnordinary responsibility 
shoulders, so great as has never bofre/pleced. on 
xy Court in the world, Carrying out the will 
fathcr of this trial, President Roosevelt wa 
15 is 
Stone for the temple of peace 


to build the foundation for the attainment of 


perpetual pence, On your judgmont coming fener 





gu 


oriz.) 
directives, according 


aspire to this 


ened to you 


We 
us 


previ 


that the modus of interpretation and 


(Page 7 of 
to continue to build. You are to give the 


to which those who come ^ftor us 


high goal. It is not م‎ precedent 


indiviiunl case you aro to juice 


+ 


dins to your judgment; but vou are to lay 


principles of a new International Law whic 


in the future, This elonoc, this task ass} 


meaning of this Tribunal, it 


ع 
o‏ 


cal inspiration 


L] 


م6 


m | 
ot DU 


includes the 


ah 
Wes 


KL 0 by you in recerd t 


"ne 


iir 


ry meaning 


onounced individual 


P 
4 


tence م‎ 
X 


N 
de established, 


the 


Jasų 


S refore your task, 


of the Chartor accordin, 


a 


sn in 


۲۳9801160 and for all timc 
the Charter. The 


history 


ives you two 


SES 
4 DECAL 


more corplicate 


concept forei 


VY 


n 
il 


2008821117 follows 


of this legal concept 





HELM 


H1252 — 0011 


: 
T^ 


lntornetionel Lew c 


fight against common b 


Ja 


cet. g y of a breach 
order of a particular country 


e) 


ید 


mulgeted for its 
protection. Th : rdinerilv 


ait 


"social order. 


sis, however, 


e involved, Internationsl Law does 


men but much rather with whole 


S, application 
Internetional Law must firstly inves 
Now 


7 it came about + how it co 


e 
cy 


intellectually, 


nom 
44 


man such as HITLER, 





زا 


t 


(Page 9 of orig.) 


wars, giving him its last and best, Not until you, your Honours, have 


incorporated this in the field of your considerations and examined 
this question, will you be able to establish a jusf verdict in 4 
to the individual defendants themselves — with due consideration for 
their dissimilarity ¬, a judgment which will stand the test of 
history, Because of such reasoning and not merely by reason of my 
right &s defense counsel of the defendant Freiherr von Neurath, 

but also because of my duty as a German, I deemed it negessary to 
explain in mere outline the fact of Nazi domination which the world 
outside of Germany cannot grasp, to make you visualize how it 
happened as a result of the effects of the Versailles Treaty and, 
finally, because of the manner of its application, how it was bound 


to happen, true to historical necessity, 


In view of the short amount of time made available to me 
through decision of the Tribunal, I must refrain from reading 
that part of my final pleading, and express my definite hove that 
the Tribunal will en to the trouble of subsequently reading it 
itself and that it will consider its arguments when establishing 
its verdict, I now continue with page Ul of my final pleating, 
and should first af all like to give you a rief descrintion of the 
perscnality and of the thoughts and feelings of that man who is 


totay before you as prisoner, 
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After the world-embracing battles of her great Emperors, after the death 
of the last of them, the Emperor Barbarossa, the 


e 


ne consciousness of unity ,4ae-netional consciousness was 
of dissension among the German 


On the decayed ruins of 


new world of particularised, territ 
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into being itus id tem ol princes, &seporisl- towns, Counts 


following centuries 


smeller or emellost 


to classify politically 
1 Nation, end to 
doition to all this a: 


)f the l5th century which 


races, instea 
consciousness 


yJ, orought e ll greet deep senism, the schisn 


to this poor dismembered people, witre-end under tho influexce 
Enperory who, taough powerful v 


German mentelity Wor the Reformetio: 


towards 
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For Charles Y attempted to fight this Reformation, which ho considered 
ae heretical and sinful, with e and sword, and thus le he German people 
into the darkest hour of its history. 

turned their weapons against Ge 


point that they called forcign nations if to holp against 
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own German fellow= countrymen, and toro themselves to pieces 
with them ith the end of the 50 Years War tho helplc 
It becomes the plaything 
me battlefield of foreign nations, and/: hat 


under the lead‏ 16م 


into full unity and 


troubles of 
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Unfaziliar and no longer und 
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n this changed world as witnesses 


burghers. Hach lived only for himself, for 


astonishing such miserable soil, 


Courts down to the smallest domeins, 
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iministration of 
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it was-nothing short-of one of tne leading men 6f the oldest democracy in 


the world, the British Prime Minister, Stanley EBaLDvJIN, who-ia his speech 
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in the House of Commons on ll Merch 1935 declared democracy tc 


difficult system of Government, which car only function if the 
population is able to think intelligently and appreciate well-considered 


be 
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opinions, and is not 
is the fundamental difference 
people, net-to be erase y any dialecti 
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however gif ted 
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Inevitably, the primary consequence of pon-perticipation and with-it the 
ack of amy co-responsibility in the Government for hundreds o 
the German people w it bolieved it could 
the men whe-were chorzod with the leadership, t! 
leadersh 
pheres, parti 
a blessed period of peace such as it 
i they 

Trustinz md inexperienced as / still 

believed it could also mee he successor of a BISMARCK 


` 


confidence. But even phere of 46s domestic 


Opposition was zradually vo jd against tho new policy, the bu 
German people was firmly convinced that in foreizn 
would not divert from BISMARCK's peaceful trend. 
with the secret diplomacy; tenerally 
people Werenot in a position tc 
their leader was rizht or wrong. 
bulk of the German people, nor c ulad it c 1er1 hat the policy 
followed by BISMARCK's successors could ax o W [o the people itself 
the idea of wor was werlds-awey. It had no other trish, no other lonzinz 


but to work peacefully for the domestic developme of its; recently 


created Empire, and to live fa ۷:۵ growth of its prosperity, 
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was nothing outside this wish that would have been worth the 


It wes therefore utterly disconcerted when the 


of its sons. 
World Wer broke eut, and could not understand how other countries 


possibly believe it to have the exclusive guilt gf this wer 


its KAISER's ostensible exertions for the preservation of peace. 
the most sacred conviction 
and child against the 


createst seriousness, inspired 
it was now a matter of defen جب‎ home, wife 
vowers, it took to arms. 


that 
unprovoeztod attacks of hostil: And for the 
nation has never, even after the collapse of 


5 
"meon 
Terman 


the 
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to this day, does not 
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Again 5 pm people stood on the brink of the cbyss; all what it nad 
longed for and dreamed of during long ecnturios hed finelly become reclity 
a fow @cecdes ago and , threatened to crumble onec more into rubblo and rui, 
Agcin it stood 2.9 38 before at the bior of whet 

it stood in denger of losing its existences CS & people 

to fall back again in tho misery of carlicr, obseure 111163 ه‎ 


wes loft to it this timo, that wes tho conciousness of its 


character, of its solidarity as 


conciousness, this ing © olidarity, its rallying ory,inscri» 
it’s banner, preserved and strengthened it in the great mosses of 
and opposed with all its influcnee /the scperatism which wa 


/ 


time-else and so helped to preserve tho unity of the Reich, 


TT 


Versailles stood 
tho roots of 
755 bound to 


in detail; 
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they are history, and after a short tine they worked to the detriment 
of the entire world, thus proving themselves untenablo. But whom had 
the German people have to regard as the principal author of this 
treaty? France alone, who thereby once more believed she could 
perpetuate the policy earried-out toward Germany since Richelieu of 
keeping Gernany down, if not annihilating her for all tine. That 
was the wish and the drean of a nation, which proclaimed to the world 
man, the same nation which 130 years before had written 
on its banners the wetchword, liberty, equality, fraternity. 

To all this was added the internal revolution, which had 
deprived it of any natural and given lcadership, which might been 
able to show it the way of conbetting the threatening chaos. All 

without any help, without any experience of its own, it had 
> for the first tine a new nation, or rather the foundation- 
such a-nation, Truly a gigantic task for a people, which 
this moment, in its entire past, had always been led, to which 
a. right of self—determinntion, and therewith a duty of co-responsibdility, 
had firet been given only 50 years ago, and then only to a modest 
extent, Was it astonishing if this k which wes given to it woni 
far boyon&á its strength, if this nation which had not yet gained a 
firn political tradition, and was torn internally in many directions, 
soon beeane tho victin, the football of tho rost widely different 


prophets 
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who promised it salvation in all possible ways. So it came about, -eo it 
wes Wound to crme abcut, that a constitution was given to it in "oiner 
which did not suit either the actual circumstances or the character of 

the German poeple, nor the requirements of a strong state leadership. 

A constitution, which did not create a real democratic veople's state, 

but only & party state, in which, not tho people, but rather tho partics 
wore mado the supporters of the state, in which merely the mechanical count- 
ing of the votes was assured, but it was loft to the partics to decide the 
conflicts resulting from this. The ineviteble result was an infinity of 


parties, which fought with every means for the votos of the voting masscs 


2 


and thereby created an unlimited splitting of the people into a multitude 


of parts, all fighting 516060113 among each other, which paralysed any 
strong and consistent state leadership from the beginning, م,‎ 6 medo it 
Right here, in tho opposition of intercsts and allegianecs of 
the parties struggling with one another for supremacy in the state, lies 
ono of the tragic causes that explain National Socialism and the subsocuont 
soizure of power in 1933. For tho history, the riso, and tho fall, of ror 
emerging nations is determined by eternal laws, which develop and direct 
inexorable logic. Just as without tho great French revolution, 
a Vapoloon would never have been possible, so without the basio wealcnoss of 


the Woimar Constitution there could lave been no dITLER. 
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people took up the fight ageinst the destruction waich threatened them. 
Who will-not or cannot understand that they had become the football of 
innumerable parties which fought for their votes, who, out of egotistical 
interests, cestroyed one government after another and thereby nece any 


strong, ur : tolea im : With admirable 5: 


under exertion of their utmost strength, the German people nevertheless 


had taken up end carried on this almost hopeless bette, had tried to 


the reparations, ebkigsétions which were bleeding thon white, im 


upoaithem by the Treaty of Verseilles, They had even accepted the inflati 


imprint on their economic life, and, for the sake of 


211 of tacir middle classes end to avoid tne selling 
out of the ropertics tarough foreign capital, had persevered 


conguored i But all their efforts, their labors, tacir privations wor 


104 
+ 


ately of no avail. Their standard of م‎ became lower 


ro end more fectories hed to close thei 


0 


incroesod iore end more, for a piece of | 


netionel wealth £ound—baoir-we; 


upon Germany by 


weaken Germany's situation st 
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the German people still more. I-am only reminding you, 
/ 
above all, of the occupation of the Ruhr territory br France in 1929, 
which was the eavee-that, in spite of -all-the-more.than-humen efforts, 
Germany wes not in a position to meet the full amount of the reperations 
imposed upon her. Already in 1920, French trops had entered the Pro- 
vince of -eimy for tho doubtful reason that, while subdeing the commu- 
nist revolt in the Ru a, the Keichswohr had entered demili tari 
territory. And in February 1921, et a LONDON conference, new payment 
concitionswere laid down for Germany, as th: 
reparation coal to not quite tho full amount, duo to 2 
in tho Ruhr area. When again these simply could not bo ۵ 
to tho full extent, Allied trowps crossed the lower Rhino and 0 0 
heads on the left bank of the Rhine. 


which had been prepared in L 


the victor nations, whereby the 
a quarter of the 
France, was impose: | Germany, French 


march iny in order to enforce this ultimatun. 


ming plebiscite concerning the division 


this ultinatun 


a einglo—33iHisrd-of foreign gold currency. 


0 


-0 
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year 1921 came to a 61866, Germany came under thc 
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of 280 million go marks, From thc 
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922, Fermny 
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In contrast to England and Italy, who did not insist on territorial 
pledges, she permitted her troops to cross the Rhine anà cecupicd 
the Hhur area. Her wishful cream had cone true. Germany, complotely 
without rights, had collapsed and was at hor merey. How does this 
open dosire for destruction, which no ddalecties can deny, compare 
with the national community spirit, so strongly emphasized today by 
the French Prosecution, with humanity and the teachings of the 
Christian faith? Your Honors, I was forced to bring all those 
historical events once more into the open in erder to show you how 
tho soil was prepared in which grew tho seed of NationalfSocialisn, م‎ 
indced a seed that inevitably had to graw and which was only recognized 
as dragoniseed when it already was / too leto, Almost simltancously 
with tho establishnent of tho Stahlhela (Stcol heluot) in Northern 
Germany, the Gorman. Laber Party wav established in Southern Gerneny, 
the lattor-of which Hitler joined as seventh nenber during 1919, 
innediatcly assuring وفك‎ leadership. Both were derived from tho war 


experiences of a million soldiers end the cogredeship which had been 


on their flag the national idea, the ro-ostobliahzont of a new 

notional State. While, /howaver,the Stahlheln ‘was setisfiod in the 

main with the fostering of national må socialist tradition amongst 

its Members, which soon numbered hundreds of thausands, and cid not aim 
et perty-political goals, the German Labor Party, uder Hitler's 
deadership, soon extended its ain very much further, thus making 


itself the political bearer 
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and the-spokesman of not only a national but-of alsc & socialist ain, nanely 
Ue 


the-aim of brinzinz about an internal Penewal of the entire nation by ie 


blending Of the National idea with the Social idea, end" problems cf the times 


based on the conviction that at some ro, a 
collapse, there would gradually be a complato change 

structure of the German people, and further that 
Reich would only they be possible,if a really uniform racial comunity 
necessary for this were created on a national and social basis. According 
to HITLZR's conviction, this was only possible if Social 

on racial cormunity,~raeial community on-Socialism, and 

one unity. He therefore gave the Geren Labor Party the progran 

only too well knowm, while at the same time changing its name to 
Socialist German Labor Party, This: program was mtional in its deman 

shackles of 
socialist in its demands, 
included above ally the dis- 
continuance of an income without work or effort, nationalization of 
و‎ and tho riches of the soil, as well as the breskinz-up-cf 

the so-called &mtesest-scrvitude (Zinskneehtschnftj, As. soon 

had been set up, thore shone unmistakably from it the desire and vill, 
slumbering in millions of Germans, for a re-birth of Germany out of all 
her misery, for a new national and social freedome And in connection with 
his program there is something which I must strietly ond definitely 


estatiish once and for all before the whole world. 
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t is not true tht the much discussed point 2 of this proeren, which 
demands the sctting aside of the Treaty of VZRSAILL2ZS, contai 
or contemplates thie threat of force. The asserticn of the 


"F. 


cution to theseentrary lacks 211 justific^ion, Nowhere in 


program hes even ome" word beew soi regarding forco, 5 
feronce to the 6 a notions ght of sclf- dispes=2) 
recognize a threat 
onder that this progr-: 
ns combined within it the 
exfcreisod 
e«lw-ys T-postec Durdons ^n 


waü&ea-verc immoscd on the German pooplo by 


Rukr arca 
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But instead of loosening their grip, the Powers tightened it gp more 
and more during the following years, Unde r the vressure of the Western 
Powers it—came-to the well known Dames plan in 1924, which changed the 
( 
German reparation obligations waieh-were~due into negotiable papers, end 
thus compelled Germany to contract enormous loans abroad against ,emanei- 
petion-of the Heichbenk, from the Reich and ite-boing placed under 
upervision of a ۲ Commission, against the transformation of the 
Reichsbahn into a joint-stock company and the mortgaging of debts, taxes 
to te able to comply with her reparation 
obligations. This, however, in face of the impfoverishmont 
together with the necessity of having to pay interest on these loans # 
69۳06 که و ۲رد‎ due to inflation e enormous selling off 
German national property to foreign int meant, ۵ still greater en- 
slavement and subjection of German economy, 
rule of foreign countries and fore 
ever before. And the Ruhr area remained occu»ied. 
In the-year 1925 the Dawe an wa lowed by the LOC 
atter, which was in the first Place a political reassuremoe of 
ernational-high finance against the risk 
to Germany, connected indsed if a 
s with Germany's economic payment obligations 
m to extend a respite to Germany, and/geve her also through 
her more or less compulsory admission to the ig f Nations the basis, 


tuo -spring-beard 


ااانا 
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i 000 


for her teter struggle for the recognition of equal rights; it meant, 
however, on the other hand the repetition of the discrimination against 
repeated recognition of all military end political 

obligations 1520830 upon her at Versailles. iemwhilo German oconomy, 
indeed appeared to flourish again as a consequence of the capital pouring 
into Germany, -according-to the Dawes plan; this economic 
however, turned out after a short time to bo 2-moek 5 

of tremendous unomoloyment set in, one factory after another was 


ed to close down again, > standard of living constantly senk-lower 


lowor, spoverty became worse end worse. 


circles of th ‘pe 25 the impossibility of complying 

payment obligations became constantly more obvious. 

Germany, however, the Western Powsrs submitted a ۷ 
so-cflled Young plan which, indeed, 

edout the evacuation of the kuhr, nof 5 alteration of tho 

conditions of tho Versailles 1 ho 4moosing 


payments up to tho year 1966 n order to 


Government was compelled to 


Not only a cozploto revolution of the economic 


y 


^ vw ^ هم 5 دو‎ ١ 
& revolution of the 


he inflation, now became 028216110138 and g 


dre factor of further devolooment. 
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Wa, o1 7 ddnde». 
Tho terser pártot thc و‎ R middle class and thc mejer 


۱ 2 
part of the bourgedisio were, ۱۳۳9 tartan eê, ike working classcs 
A 
SVL gcd "P 


partly apou—inte—the—sphere—of the lower middlo class, partly sank 
and more to the bottom of the social order because 
unemployment diii property was held only by a smell 

Stoasine part of tho people. Throuch this revolution in social con- 


a 
1151026, class contraste, the 5ifforonco between the bourgcoisic and 


with ^. common destiny grew out of the distress 
which all parts of the people found themsclvcs 
the upper end lower classes, which had/bocn 


rom onc mnother, produced n etate of mind in which the concept of 


racinl community wos innate, and the inner contrasts and distinctions 
of which were conditioned more by 4metr par 
ituac to the latter, These contrasts, 


nttitude 8 politics culmin ted in two ideas, +he-tdes of 


۱2۰۱1 4 80 ond سفنت‎ of SONPWI ی‎ ONT cMmmunism, And here 


a 


NSDAP by him, berzan a strugela 
in which hc took a resolute rnd purposeful stan 
strug lo for tho national idea against tho intorn^tionn^l communist 
this strugsle, which was started bv him, immediately after 


occupation of the Ruhr with all propa ndistic pos sibilitics 


and e اوح‎ ee rone ^ S inc tnbly oxtraordinnrily 
suggestive influence on the ma i WS 7 5015 the westcrn ` 


0 


powcrs, with thcir polieydy of confining the Cerman people 


+tehterin—chsdias and driving it into over inerersinr distr 


hod him #é+h his Xconost woapon, 
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“ith this weavon he succeeded in kindling the national idea esei» in 
| , A 
fito í ۱ 


7 
az, 


coustontly—inereasing circles of the German people, so that in the 

Reichstag elections of 14 September 1930 the NSUAP was already able 
fend 

to Seetupy the Reichstag as the şeconû-strongest arty. These 


elections showed two things of singular significance: First of ell, 


the will of constantly expanding circles ef the German people to 


reestablish its honor and equality in the council of the nations 


a^ he» 
will to live of a people whieh for 12 yeers had been suppressed a 


74 


hurt in their most elementary feelings, and h 
A 


their existence. However, the 
large vart of 
dieunity in the Reichstag and the government and were longing 


a lender, hemes to lead them out of the threatening chaos, 


- 


of the people regarded HIÍTLZ& as tho leader. However, 
Western powers failed to recognize this signal. They 

forgot, or key did not want to ecknowledge that the fuz 

physicel lew that every living force, if مهد‎ subjected to 

without an outlet, will explode the shell around it, wech 210 

pplies to the life of the nations, Because the nations also aaineein 
force. They forgot this, although in their ow 
had shining examples for the correctness of thi 
people in their great revolution, the Englis! meer Cronk 


Instead of obeying this law, they continued eheneged-in their previous 
policy. They replied to the elections of 14 September 1930 by witk- 


drewing the credits grant Germany, and France obstructed all 


attompts of the Germen government 


"P 
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to obtain any kind of mitigationy in the economic and voliticeal ficlds. 


ص 
IN VIN‏ 


L3! of the limitation of time “ their final ple c dM eH to which the 


ANd 


dofensc hem been subjected, I must desist from describing 
s policy more closely, and I must limit neon to the poferenee, 
the need of Germany became constantly greater, amé--tho conditions in 


Germany constantly more intolerable Wo one who has not personally lived 


Coh, 


Uf 
through it can quite imagine -hew conditions were, inside 
١ LP? 408 


me, end what appalling nod, what atrocious pressure Pested—orr hc 


Germany et that time was literally suspended over the abyss, because in 


D, 
hant 


addition to the 2 à ٤ exi nce | the struggle for 


innor changa of form of the people, the struggle Sen the question, wheth 
the German people was willing to surrender itself 
a national basis or a milloniel international Commun 
y the German people first of all replied by ro~clocting 
1 13 March 1932, and 
Brugning no longer succeeded in forming a capable 0 
rity from the parties of the Reichsteg, ee the Reichstag 
6 November 1932, from which the NSDAP 
party of the Reich. Almost one-half of the nation had thereby 
Body that it was tired of the eternal partyxdisunity, 


strong leadery who was to save the German people from all its want, 


it away from the abyss, and to lead it ۵ 


other hand; however, the 
in the elections and properod for an open battle 


for power 
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/ 


m 


nfronted by the ehoice, either لد‎ appoint HITLER 


est party, or 469 proclain milita- 


Reich Chancellor; as leader o he 23n 
ry dictatorship. The latte however, would have 
After a severe inner struz: HINDENBURG, in aecordance with 


basic principles to which he was pledzed, decided to appoint HITLER 


h Chancellor, and there aved 5 German people from & civil war. 


Thus, and in no other way, did the seizure 
hrouzh  HITLEA and the NSDAP take places. 
n-this—-easé. The reason for 


(AATE Ahs عب که مو‎ AAE Sees h عوك‎ a A 5 da 1 Fa ۳۹ 4 a 
pearance anihis rise to power lies after all in the Versailles 


ا 
Treaty, which put the German people into intolerable chains‏ 


240 


n earth could endure for=the dur&tion. It 
Germany and thet of all ef Europe; that the victor 
4id—not vant to consider this, and instead 
vy 


condition which had been established in Versailles 


results, cóntinued-even to az; ate t) more 
of the years, ۳ be said here in all uneguiveeri 


German people who bear’ tho sede guilt for HFHYER's app 


can speal-ef any zuilt at all, to +he-same extent the 


one 
effects-<pr the Versailles Treaty, However, the nations ene carth, as 
long as they 82335 harbored a spark of the will to live and 
themselves, have stiJ4/produced men in de 
orywho, chosen by history, have risen to, load 
+basis—of their, pcrsonalityy and en—tho-basfs-of their ability to 


Ie 


carry eterna the greet mass of-the people. 
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ar} / 
great tragedy of the German people lies therin that tt 
۱ 4 


MAMMA i 


& man who did not leere fron the authentic end genuine German race, 


ime—there— 


not incopporete in himself the true character, the truo disposition 
the Gernan people, baet -wee & stranger whose origin end descent 
still wrept wy in nystery. Sut et that tine, in those fateful deys, 
must heve appear as the only one who could lead the German 8 
from chaos to a now life, and who tarough the circunstences and the will 


^ " 


of the people obtained the force end power fer—it. The power of attraction 


of HITLER on the masses was all the greater ep behind niu stood the 
towering shape end nimbus of the President ef—the-Retch-von HINDENBU 
wio hed already nearly becouo a myth. Fut it iust be 20111536 
is, in the interest of truth and for the honor of the 
thet وه و‎ E ^t the first new clections after the essuuption 
of power by HITLER, tho Party did not succoed in obtaining the absolute 
jority in the Reichstag, rather thet ebout helf of tho electors still 
followed the democratic spirit of their old perties, proves how 00۵ 
rooted the Zenocretic idea already. was 
RIVDEYBURG's authority also stoét=bebiad 
actions which now followed, 
lend th 
ais fight ag 


for economic and 


was proved by the experiences of ino 


postwar period, 





HUNE 
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It wre therefore not only 1 consequence resulting from tho personality 


of SITL’R, eve: 
stcyverdship nll tho forces inherent 


> 


for their cxistence 


ای ۲ ۵4 vere‏ هه اد ای مد ۱3۶ 


and_by-roason—thereof 


٩ 


مها ۱۵ 


unáorcround 


orüeor-io-reoocnize nt th: ime the future oxtont 
velopment of these monauresyj thc larsest—cireles 


۰ 1 hove 
C, DOVC 
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1 T FTT ha 0 D 
unneturel shackdls nnd all sheme,Gerhart HAULTIMAY/, tho wellknown 


Gorman ped and erent authority on national traits, who dicd nido gk 

wrote a sentence in ene—ef his p rhaps pd ir psycholoriesl works 

wD Narr in Christo" ("Tho fool in Christ"): "Nature's zro^tcst 
cement is always a common imaginntive pattern, as is wcll 


known to those who wish of » multitude 


state-building opréssers oni 220٩ 1و9‎ 


endowed witha fan^tic^l imagination, bolicv 


TOC Lun 


eams, whorcupon thc masses 


Snnetu^ry V i2 ong pcriod,no sacrifice is t 


5 


truth of this quotation hold good 


throushout 


3 
3 


Fy ree 
ACCUS TOF 


++ 


lu 


id, undisturbed by furthe 
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At first hie confidence in HITLEZ was still confiriied and strengthened 
by the undeniable fact that HITLER succeeded in starting tho econouy 
arcsin and ín-elowly banishing the shost of uneiiployrient, For in 

the short span of one year HITLER had already succeeded in giving 
work and bread again to aluost 2 million wnemployed. and if these 


successes were partly nade : cnt and 


Ll y 


Other public works, he did not eneounter ny Of the formerly sone- 
what belligerent desires and jeoulses of the German people, but 

iot only the-sense for arsed-eetmes which has been present ia the 
rorman people since olden tines, and a certain inforiority co.plex. 
General S4UTS has recognized this absolutely correctly 48 his speech 
before the Royal Institute of Anternational affairs on 

1934, when he seid: "We ere catinuously told what is 

the opposite side of the Rhine, ‘about the secret arma 

probably is ~-thing else hut the consequence of the inferiority 
complex. It is not real niliterisn, but these are iuili tary 


at 


stimulants for the masses. This wild behavior creates a 
inc of sntisfection and relief with those who consider then- 

inferior or huuilietod by their neighbors across tho Rhine." 

Gorzen people enjoyed the military epeet-eles offered to then, 
not out of belligerent ispulses attributed to then by the Prosccution 
or oven fron wild wiehee-of agerossion dorzent in thea, but eizply 
because of joy in tho spectecle and out of an instinctive focling 
which the founder of modern historical research has oxpressod as 
follows: "Tho national consciousness of a great people dena 


suitablo position. 
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in the world. The conditions abroad do not form an emoire of convenience, 


but of essential power, The respect of a State will always corresvond 


to-the-theree-or-which the development of its interior powers stends, 


fitting te~her." 
and now these people who had languished under this instinctive 


uro of power by H saw r 


of inferiority up to the siz 


magic forces, one discriminating chain of the Treaty of 


Versailles 


e many woe ^ 
vwermany we 2 out t j 


ào-dithout for such 
An" 


had to 
conducted 


she 
mireclo; 4£-ene—considers ho 


g^ 


clover oxoloitaticn 


which occurrod in the 


telletions 
‘eded ame vescoful way 


succesaec. 


anxiously 


wetched-tke most exact keepin: 


41 


1 


necuvation 


vernea 


ocevoeation of 
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4 
now suddenly only reacted-with meaningless protests to measures, of 
Gernany Which مع‎ A انيت‎ were considered by—thememe violations of 
the most important treaties, like the armaments and the renilitarization 


of tho Rhineland, and that they did not even think of offering 


f. 


0 0 


erious resistance? But did this not also necessarily result tn 
increasing HITLER's national popularity, his respect anong tho 
masses, their reediness to follow hin and their faith in hin, 
ind to make the people blind towards the measures within the country, 
which were gr:drially becoming more and more severe, pk the 
gradual throttling of cultural, artistic, and intellectual liberty, 
the free exprossion of opinion, and criticism, and ageinet the 


anti-Senitic measures. Even the bloody 


t 


incidents of g0 June 4 
wore hardly able to eAenge this attitude, quite-om-the contrary. 
A } 
For after the extremely clever explanetion which HITLER gave then, 
these things were-bound—to-tock to the people bike a 
the Party which served to purge the Party fron 
elements, 1 not only bound to strengthen confidence 
but also to romove a Loudt 1d missivings about him ana 
„which had already arisen here and 
he murder of high generals did not 
reaction whatsoever in the people, actually proves only 
how little nilitaristic| the attitude of the people was. And-when 
here in this trial the Prosecution reproaches the entire Gerran 
people with such emphatic indignation for not having revolted and 
risen up eil iozetheryp-eccinst this restraint and enslovenent, 
&geieet the oxcessesy and BR aeoinst-the frightfulness of 
the concentration camps, aginst the persecution of the Jews, the 


Hs 
following hes—to—be eet down against—that with all emphasis; 


The gagging of We cultural and intellectual 
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liborty primarily and chiefly affected tho upper cless intollicentsia, 
which wore relatively +him-in-oroportion to the entire population, rnd was 
therefore hordly felt by the sum total of the people, because on the other 
hand Hitler took care to a vory greet extont to satisfy the needs of tl 
masses by populer and inexpensive, in many ersos free, theaters and movie 
performances and concerts, by the presentation of public cramas و‎ and by cth 
arrencomont?- 

What consequences 3 gegging of the 1ntolloctuel upper class were bound 

to havo, wes not snd could not be suiekly roalized by tho great masses, 
becauso thoy wore kept completely busy with thoir work and the manifold 


ther diversions. 


in them, I consider it my ĉuty to state once and for all, for tho honor 
of tho Germen people: It is not true th*t tho great majority c ho German 
poople, up to the lest period of tho wer, hed any kn wlodgo about whet wes 
going on in the concentration c#mps. The onpesite رد که‎ ned, 
made by someone who has no idea of the &ctu^l concitions 
the cunningly devised system of ke: ping conditions in tho concontration 

nd oven ebeut the existence of most of tho, م عم‎ After eli, 
how could it havo been possible for lerger groups of tho poople to have 
lorno ^beut the conditions in tho camps. The Prosecution itsolf has tried 
to prove here that only a very small percentage of concentration camp 
prisoners were set free gefin, end those who wore sot froc had to bind 
thonsolvos in writing, under the treat of tg Geeti penalty, to keep 


absolutely guies about their experiences during their imprisonment 
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They knew that if they viplated these obligations and the Gestapo ۵ 


“wr 


inforiod of the fact thoy, forfoi ti their lives. I hove 278012 beon 
faced in uy practico with a nuuiber of liberated concentration can» 
prisoners, but I have not been able to induce any one of thon to speak 
and it wes the sane with many others, And if one or other of 
anything, his audience was careful not to ropoat it, 84 
that thoy incurred inevitable arrest and internment 
camp if the Gestapo, 0 infornod of the fact. iem. when, 
course of the Wary particulars concerning concentration camps 
transpired, most German cities wore already under the hail of al 
bonbse It is aduittedly only too hunan the’ "ances the 
air raids the populace should have harbored. no thoughts for tho fate 
of concentration corp internees but rether for thatr ow fate 
thet of their kinsfolk end for sheer life, for 
۱۵ ask BF you, gentlemen, who should heve 
should have risen up with violence agrine | dominetion of IDE 
and the Party? Since the outbreak of war, since outumn 1989, 
flower of tho male population was under arns and dude n difficult 
battle at the front. Mg revolution can be چ‎ by 
: and nore or loss siek or weet on. And 
initiative, who wes going to lead itt 
sarfied oui by 165011688 masses. always and 


ership to guide and lead the 
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, 7 
manage thon. a 18۳۵۵ on masse ,, when moreover undertaken by e—dàecrnod 


populace against an armed and orsanized power, is 548% ود‎ doomed toa 


210231658 issue in the internal sphere es, in wor. The تدای تون‎ 0۶ 5 
d 
popul^r rising or revolt is ĉlesrly conveyed by the fact that tho conspiracy 
of +e 20 July 1944 failed, long prepared as it wes wit. overy conceciveble 
precsutionery measure, by reel leaders enjoying $ wide popul: 
of tris conspirecy alone, however, proves one thine: 

Prosecutor MAME, do 112:10 

interesting eddress on 11 January 16, ho roprosontg 
Nation-l Socialist ideology and its glorificstion of reco 


superiority over ovory oth on on earth as the exp 


its true 


izpesrisnuneble doctrine 


a 


Exo Christion ethics, 
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5 


probably tho mest profound ond august expression of the moral »rincile of 
1 I ۱ 


4 


all timese And he is mistaken when he brinzs NIETSCHE, that unique thinker 


stands alone in the whole German spiritual universe, and his lonzed 
for Superman, into any relation whatsoever to the ideolozy of tho Nation 
Socialist tetera: He is; also worlds apart from theme No, Gentlemen, these 
spiritual heroes of the German Nation have nothing in common with 
Nazi ideology. The latter ig, in truth, in the sharpest contradiction with 
real, zsenuine German thought and sentiment, the real character and disposi- 
of the German Nation and, most of all, its attitude towards the 
other nations of the world. Far this Mation has never assuned itself to 
be better or more august than other Nations, Neither was it ever 
by a desire to destroy other nations. It is, above all, ignor 
and revenge. The great tragedy of the relations between the German 
iong is precisely that the letter has always refused to 


understand that the German Nation has not beer, liko herself, possessed 
the 
of—tee thought of revenge’ from tho wor of 1870 to/World War} nor ob 


even after Versailles, by the reconquest of Alsace-Lorraine e The 

of Panzermanism, of the zreat¥German Enpire, has never, even in tho 
period of srcatest enthusiam for HITLER, stirred any echo in the German 
Nation despite the undeniably kindred example offered by the Pon-Slsvic 
doctrine and its enthusiastic reception by the Slav populations, And 


it was just these ideolozies, preached by the spiritual leaders of the 


Party which immediately 





gu 0 


(Pago 43 of orig.) 


dotorninod and fortified the opposition, first in the intellectual circles 
and classes of the Germen N-tion and then in othor classes end in the very 
ranks of the Party, 48 © result of furthor constraints end limitations of 
personal 0 For those rossons tho Nation, in its ovorwholning majority, 
wes by no moans inflemod by tho wer initiated by Hitler in Sumer 1939. What 
wag tho ations frame of mind مه‎ Autumn 1936, I t^ko tho liborty of 
۱ for you, Gentlomen, by م‎ minor 5 rsonel oxporionco rado on the 
or 26 Soptombor 1935, I happened, on this day, to have ny cer hold up ina 
the l'rcgo thoroughfares Leeding south out of Borlin, 
voc»uso tho whole 85065 8 jemmned with vchiclose 
When I &eekod 2. common wonen of tho pooplo, who happoned to pass Dy, 
tho reason for tho traffic jem, ehe ۵ "Thoy ere going to wer down 
thoro! with such fn oxoression of ebysr^l despair and horror thet I wes chili 
Such was tho »ttitudo of the population towards wars 
oviàoncod by tho fact that the departing troops wore by 
chooro&h by onthusisstic crowds, but were gazed at with dull, frightoned eyot 
ind if you esk no why the Yetion did not then rise up and revolt, you will 
find tho omlrnetion in what I have seid boforo, As ۶ nation eaccuston 
lod ond to centuries of obec o. the Gormen Nation followed once ^g 
order of tho loader which it hed raised to power, As A nation 


likewiso 6 


spontancous, unpropered 
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and unguided rising against its leaders. Such an-outcome could only 


1 


occur when the pressure of war became erowinaly unbearable, and 
consciontious men in leading positions concurred in the attempt, by 
slow and determined work, to put an end to the folly of Nagi 
domination end resulting war, and save the German Nation from an 
otherwise certain catastrophe. Nevertheless, Fate denied success to 
the attempt. But, I repeat, tho very fact of the attempt, its 
support by wide circles of the Nation and even of the Party, 
definitely proves that the Nazi ideology, which olearly governed 
politics since 2258, was neither in keeping with the real character 
of the German people nor with 4te nature, talents, soul and 
nentality; neither was it engendered by them but was rathey foreign 


and naturally opposed to then. 


But it was not only the men of—@he 20 July 1944 who had 
striven to do away with Hitler and the whole National-Soctalist 
dcmnination. There were other men who were determined to reach the 
sano goal, if by different methods, and had already taken the first 
steps to that end. As you heard in witness Stroglin!s testimony, 
defendant von Neurath was one of thon. How could it have been 
otherwise with this off-spring of an old family which has given many 
a trustworthy civil servant to ite inuodliate Wusrttemberg horno; 
whose whole life, inspired by the spirit prevailing in his fanily 
hono, has been filled with the nost ardent patriotisn, With-erdent 
love-£eor his Naticn, whose entire aspirations has—beon directed 
towards the exclusive purpose of placing all his strength and all 
his power, all his talents and capacities at the service of his 
Nation's wolfare and to subject and, indeed, sacrifice his 


porsonal interests to it. 
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Born es a scion of an old family waich gave its small country 
of Wuerttemberg so many faithful high government officials, he grew 
up with a simple and strict education in a parentel home filled not 
only with a real Christian spirit and true love for mankind, but also 
with a flourishinz, devoted love for his German people nad Fatherland. 
From his te age and during his whole life his thoughts and 
actions hed implanted in him the Gesire and will, the holy duty, to 


place all his powers, all his 
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all his gifts end cepecities at the service of the welfare of his people, 
to subordinete and even secrifice »11 his personel intercsts to this. But و‎ 
anû this must cor;^inly bo emphesizec in this pl'co, aside from this 
esviretion there was Plive in him end woven into his being to an هو‎ 11 
strong oxtont a deep roli-ious fo ling, lovo of the truth and love of 
manking thet made hin from tho beginning adverse to the uso of eny form 

not only in his private life, in his rol-tions with his fellow 
men, but which ruled rather to the seme extent his entire officirl 

ovon after tho treaty of 17028511168 ۰ His 

of this fooling and it boc*me the 1-1 coverninc his 
as representative of tho Reich in other countries, 9 


"stly es Roich rrotector of Moravie, anc 


so uncerstendable in ۶ non cf hi 
sincerity which pormeseto. 2L1. his scticns 8 
-nà stetesmen he won tho unlimites anc 

synp-thy of »11 tho neople ho crmo into c ntact with, 
evon of his political opoonents. As 
tho truth of which, your Honor8, may n med by your 
it will suffice to refor to the fact 

less 
Edward VIII o 
tho ceersicns of his prosoónco 


1 


iovornnont in the summer 2? ani zanin in 1930, when 
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he was no longer Foreign Minister, invited hin to visit England 
for political discussions, and lastly that on his 65th birthday 
on 2 February 1938 the entire diplomatic corps called on hin to 
congratulate hin and to express through the then dean, Monsignore 
Orsenigo, its thanks and its appreciation for the reasonable and 
understanding manner in which he alwys discharged his duties. Do 
you, your Honors, credit your 9wn diplon^ts and statesmen with so 
little knowledge of human nature, so little experience and know 
he world that in the course of the defendant 6 years? 
activity they would not have found out, if the assertion of the 
Prosecution were true, that Herr von NEURATH had knowingly let 
hinsslf and his good reputation be used as a covering shield by 
the Nazis, and that all his statenents and assurances as Foreign 
Minister wore nere camouflage, that is to say, a deliberate 
deceiving of the whole world? In this connection, it say well 
be pointed out as quite obvious that such old and experienced 
democracies as Ingland, sanerica, France, as well as tho Vatican, 
had delegated to the then very inportant vost of Ambassador in 
Berlin their cleverest and nost experienced diplomats. and I aii 
teaptod to assuze that the Prosecution possibly did not realize 
quite clearly what a dubious conplinent it paid to its own 
diplousets by its assertion about the defendant, while it 220 8 
in proof of said assertion onl; the hichly fantastic report of the 
Auoricen Consul MESSHRSHITH., I an moreover wnshakably convinced 
that you, your Honors, based on the very reason of your long 


judicial experience, have far too much 
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knowledge of human nature not to see at first glace that my client by hi 
mtire personality is absolutely inccpable of such c perfidious and lying 
wey of acting, let alone capable of play-acting to such an extent thot fo. 
six long years he could have fooled the ablest end most oxporicnocd 
diplomats in the world. 4 man who for 50 years hts led en honorable and 
absolutely decent life, like the defendant, would never in the world at 
tho ond of such a life have lent himself for such a 
hed so far held highest. 
personal experience, 
4nd on the seme level stands the Prosecution's assertion that 
defendant von NEU. ATH, by joining a emaining in HITLER's cabinet serve 
fifth columnist in the conservative circles of Germany, for the 
press purpose of winning thom over to National Sociclism.e—This slander, 
the defendant, 
sworn statements of all 
submittcd, which unanimously tond to prove that 
foreign minister i 
dismay and concern, bocau 
considered thet this vii åraw f tho dcfendant from th 


1 4 "^ سر‎ ۰ 5 ^ ^ 
his pronouncca poco 


more belligcrent, tendency in 


like everybody else, thc 


۳/۰ PAn 1 r mr eec he "ed van d SA 
Me VON NEUL Was tho G ponent 
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of the peaceful foreign policy of the Reich and the guarantee fcr a 
consistent continuation of this peace policy, and was against any possible, 
undesired azzressive experiments by HITLER and the Nazi party ond that 

for this reason the Reich President had made it an express condition 

that the defendant should remain in the Cabinet as foreizn Minister when 


wpm 
1d 


ITLER was called to the Reich CL^^^cellery,. This fact is confirmed beyond 
doubt by the sworn statements of all the witnesses heard, as well as by 
the carbon copy submitted by me of the letter of the witness Dr. KOEPKE 
of 2 Juno 1932 to Ambassador RUELELIN, Doce book I,Noe 8, and tho affidavit 
aroness RITTER, Doce book I, No. 34, But the latter proves also at the 
977 unwillingly and after how lonz a struszle the defendant 
finally decided to accept this call and therefore supports the defendant's 


^ 3 ۳۹ D 
to do so af 


ter the Reich President 
ond 0 
him of the promise he had made two years before not to leave hin, the Reich 
President, in the lurch whenever he needed him. Therw is certairiy no need 
for further proof for tho utter zrounclessness and inaccuracy ûf the 
further assertion of the Prosecution, also submitted without proof, that 
the defendant had used his position, his. reputation, his connections and 
his influence to lift HITLER and the Nazi Party into 
preme power in the Reich, Therefore, 1 1 
statements of the defendant GOERING anc other witnesses, 
r Dr. KOEPKE, from which it appears beyond doubt that at the 


absolutely no relations between 
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T5105 


TER end the Nazis and tho defendant, and thoroforo even loss cculó tho 
onéent havo takon any pe8t in tho nog bietions which t7k placo 1 


T3 


LZR'!s c^11 to tho chencollorship. Love -f his country, doopost ccncorn 


HIT 


over tho woal end woo ^f his peoplo, snd his promiso not to 252950 Roich 
nt von Hindenburg in tho lurch in this timo of need, wore thevonly 
rorsons which movod this man to lc^vo tho post of Ambassador in London ho hd 
to liko so much, to assume 2t thet critical end f>toful hour tho hoevy 


go of Forcign Ministor of tho Roich, and tho tesk assigned him 


of tho Koich to doaki d deinen dia forcign policy 
ich in pozcoful weys, oowon ovontuelly espinst tho will cf HITLER. The 
nt von NE i o! ightly thet ho 62۳۴۲406 t 
HINDINBURG, 
strongth and ۱ pledging of his porsonelit 
۱ ho wes o Adm het this task wes beyond nis strongth, 
lot 8 
policy alons which tho 
onvictions and his porsonel point ^f viow, could not follow. 
gievonber 1937, i-to ^no D of HITLER 
Kant von 
rome.insd his post, in the most feithful performenco of 
Roich Prosicont von HINDENBURG, avon eftor the dorth of tho lattor., Out of this 


D 


f ithfulnoss to tho cord Reich rrosidont. 
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he has assumed the odiun in many casos concerning Hitler's hone 
politics of having been compelled as a member of the Reich Cabinet, 
to allow in silence things to take place which were contrary to his 
own convisctions, did not agree with his views end wer in dircct 
contradiction to then. It was not in his power to prevent then. 
So ho was forced to be satisfied with trying as far as was possible 
mitigate their effects and consequences, as you could see fron tho 
Affidavit of Provincial Bishcp Dr. Wurm, Doc. Book I No, 1, and tho 


statements of the other witnesses aeard in this connectlone 


The reproach of the Prosecution, that he did not make such 
casco an excuse to lay down his cffice of Minister, but that strough 
his remaining in office he had ecrscicusly approved and abetted, is 
entirely trrelevant. The first law governing his action was the 
carrying out of the duty assicnel hin by President von Eindenburs, to 
secure the continuanee of the Reich's peaceful foreign policy. 

He would have considered hinself false to his word if he had resigned 
his post of Foreign Minister before this was accomplished er before 
there was no possibility of its accomplishnent. What person thinking 
objectively could bring hinself to reproach hin rezarding this or 


even, as does the Prosecution, identify hin with the Nazis. 


Sut this attitude of the defendant, however, is the only reason 


why he cid not refuse, as ddd thc iMnister Eltz von Ruebenach, kis 


nomination to the rank of Honorany Gruppenfuchrer' of the SS in 
September 1937 and the presentation by Hitler of the Farty badge 

in gold at the Cabinet Session of 30 January 1937, which facts 

are male a reproach by the Prosecution into a reproof and a proof 

of his alleged National-Socialist sontinents, For, as tho statenent 


cf the defendant Goering 
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concerning the latter, such a refusal, by the defendant vor 
NEURATH, as was the case with ltz von ARUEBEJACH, would heve 

been resented by HITLER as an act of rudeness which would without 
any hesitation have been answored by the immedicto dismissal of 
the defendant, Byt it was juet this that the defendant wished to 
avoid, for at that tine ho wns still in a position to carry out 

to the full extent the task as: igned him by the President of the 
Reich, to be the guarantor of pemee in the foreign policy of the 
Reich, beenuse, he was fully justified in his conviction that 

his influence over HITLER was still strong enough to ensure his 
agrecient with tho peace policy he wes then fostering, = The 
evidence subuitted proves boyond doubt that i: 9th cases it was 
not a question of actual membership of the 55 and the Party, but 
in the first ease it was only a matter of uniform, an external 
vanity of HITLER in regard to tho men of his retinuc during the 
impending visit from MUSSOLINI; ond secondly that it was a natter 
of a visible recognition for the services rendered by the 
defendant as Foreign Minister, which at the same time implied a 
proof of the unlimited agreerent of HITLER vith the 5 

foreign policy followed by the defendant, in other words an 
entirely norial awarding of decorations as is practised in every 
State. The conforring of decorationg in the ordinary sonse 8 
not yet possible, because at that time they did not yet exist 

in the Third Reich, That the defendant in both cases nevertheless 
expressed at once that under no circumstences did ho wish to prove 
his ontry or admission into the SS or the Party by accepting 

this investiture antended by HITLER as 2 mark of honor, has been 


proved by the Affidavit of the defendant, 
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Meroover, he never teok the cath required te bocomo a member of the SS 


slightest ^ctivity in the SS and wore the 5S 


uniform only twice in his lifo at HITLSR's explicit request, This has 


alse beon confirmed by his affidavit. Both cases actually ecncerned a 


Sors^n2l sacrifice cf the defendant made t the promise which he 


If the Prosecution consequently believes it must 


ational Socialist conviction, the defendant's acreoment with و ات111‎ 


deas anc his governmental system from beth these events, it is 


no track. | the e nferring of the Order ^f the Tagle 


Prosecutions assertion even less. Fer this 
es well as on tho defendant ŻIB3ENTROP 
tincticn for 


of the soich iý Ll for that of the Reich Protector 


which we. 
foroizn personelities only, 
abroad, which is evor shown by tho fact that it hac 


nrosentzii^n 3 conci through 


of all tho oxaminod in this connocticn, unequivocally rosultod 


the fact that is tho National Socialist system 


hat therefore 
Party circlos continuelly bore him ill-will anc. 


these circlos knew quite well that the defendant von NEURATH, 
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For these circles knew exactly that the defendent v. NEURATH ~ as is 
proved by his own statement and by those of the witnesses Dr. Seneke 
end Dr. Diokhoff - energetically end successfully opposed to the lest 
dev, all attempts to introduce mombers of the Party as officials into 
tho Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and in so doing open it up to Nazi 
influonces; end that in spite of various intrigues he could not be 
dissuaded from definite perce polity. The defendant alsc took upon his 
enmity 

own shoulders this/end these intrignes from his inviolable agree of 
responsibility end his petriotism endeavouring only to stoer German 
Foreign policy into those channels, which wore alone the right ones 
according to his convictions, formed by long yoers of most successfull 


áioloustic activity., Ho was 
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fully convinced that when he resigned his office it meant the 


of the last bulwerk against the infiltratién of members of the f 


end of the Nazi spirit into the Reich Ministry of Foreign sffcirs it 


also meant that the denger of the r i 1 ۱6.66 policy embod 


sisnciion 


grievous disillusionment in his official lifc, ‘shen ho was 


Utopie 
nt struc} 
had inti- 


0050 


in ihim beceme threatening, c3 happened immediately on his rc 
on 4 Februcry 1938. 
lt vas therefore for the defendant one of the most 


2525 the most 


g 
forced to recognize by HITLLR's speech on the ominous day 


his efforts, his 
appeared to be in 


broken; thet the latter hed decid 


end cgreomont ه205‎ 500 by him, end, if tho occasion 


م 
6 


to make use of military mocns in order to carry out his moro 


plans cond intentions sot forth in this spece? The 21220771 2ج‎ 


: 


him like lightning from a clecr 3( Since up to then nothing 


TITY 


mated that HITLER might no longer agree on the 206266 policy cd: 


by tho defendant. Ths hearteattack which he had the next day 


ar 


testify to the fact how scriously ho felt his blow, which socmed 


"0 
il 


to shatter all his hopes, all his efforts to protect Germany í 
this forcign policy, the military entanglements and 


if not probeble catastrophce 


But from his consciousness of responsibility, his burning 


regarding the future of his people, bcfore drawing 
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upon hinself the lest self-evident consequences end 
acein, by very 055-113 and 
n his fetal plens én 
recognize from this conservation, thet HITLER's decision was 
Ltsreblco, he did not toto for ono instant to tell ZITLZR that he had 


circunstonees to take pert in this pernicious policy snd 
sreizn policy HITLER must find another Foreign --inister. 
his resignetirn by his J „f 4 February 1938, 


A 


entlemen, is there a more unequivocal end clearer pro 


MIS 6 ^ ^ ١ i 
Gentlonen, wad are Aere v^ 


1 وه 
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dangerous conclusions a posteriori are rezardinz the actions 

the thoughts, views and deeds of this man at a tim 
back several years, Tempore r mutamtur ct nos. in illis, Each of us has 
surcly, more than once in his life, experienced the truth of this somtence. 
Convictions and views, intentions and reso] ons, which we have held 
and carried out at a certain time, have in the course of years 
changed and altored, partiy because of the transformation of one 

partly because of exterior circumstances, 
ono really wish to expcünd this thesis 
retrospective: that the former views, assertions 


oxruflazee and that the person already intended 


to do, what be 


man and is subject to the 
intentions, as any one else. He is even 
nfluences, exterior conditions so certain i: 
ordinary mane Just one example for this: 
o would oornostly Gore to Assert that NAPOLEON BONAPAR 
Revolution, o ate 1 when takinz over 
supreme cormand e French armies in Northern Italy, already had 


the idea cr even the plan or the ‘intention, of 


Enperor of the French and of marching on Moscow in 1812? 
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iovo whoever adopted this attitude would stend alone in the world. 
mn eblo coslecticien with i ro cr less apparent 
pinion -n the nist ricel development 
Pr:socution with reserd t dca tl JITLER, at tho tine of his 


CS SUIVI of p wer, yea n of the Party pro ren 
in 1220, had nct only the intenti: n the pla ad onducting 
his later wars of یب‎ , end everything which HITLER end the Nazis 


collab ret.rs did, fron the zonent of the sessuuption 


sn politics,was the c:nscícus properetion 


ever follows tho Prosecuti 
end its ۳ ۲ 0 
consideration of things, esteorns t niczly x ably n- nly 


put elso tho ststoso^nliko ebilitics, 


and stetosnen 


waich they considered 
۱ woteh quietly until HITLER believed aninsolf t 
hole world by force of spuse And is it nct 


nore proof of a mental limitation, if 5 stetesiuan in this way 


undoreetimtes the abilities and cleverness, out also tne 





power instruments of nis cpponents a 
to ell this, however, there is s:uething whica must n t be 9 


either; that is the violence cf the sudden transition of the thou-hts 


the decisions resultin. therefrom which was a trait f HITLER. Ic 


consider it necessary to neve t. cive you any further evidence 
they ere generally well-known. HITLER, however, was 1 
stend for any arcuasnt, cr any re an ana who, when 
such and met cbstecles which he csuld n ove through 

nied kis plens senofíntenti.ns like 
decisions waich were frequently just the 


plenned and 


et the tine 


therefere 


thet with rogerd 


declared hi:iself satisfie 


bocinnin; excluced any 25: 
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now just suppose that one of these offers of Hitler had been accepted 
by the remaining States, then the war of aggression which Hitler 
supposedly had been planning and preparing for yoars would never have 
been possible. All efforts, work, and expenses in connection with 
it-would have been in e Or do you perhaps consider 1t probable 
that Hitler looked ahead and figured that his offers would be refused, 
and that he only made them in this realization? Then he would really 
be an almost demoniacal cémius, a prophetic seer of the first rank, 

Do you really wish to presume this and to affirm from it the claim of 
the Prosecution of the plenning of the aggressive wer in the year 1939 
already a long time before the seizure of power? And even if you should 
answer this question in the affirmative for the person of Hitler, do you 
also ascribe such a gift of sccond Bight to his collaborators, his 
servants, yes even all Parity members? To ask this question is to answer 
it in the negative. With this question alone also falls the whole 
painfully constructed and artificial construction of the motivation of 
tho Prosceut*en. And along with it falls also tho classification of 
the whole charge, and in particular the co-rcsponsibility of all 

Ka of Hitler generally under the conception of the conspi-‏ موه 
racy, at least until the period of tire when 1t could be recognized‏ 

by the most extensive circles of his followers, that Hitler finally 
wanted war and had decided on 1t. Simultaneously with this, howover و‎ 
tho unvarying correctncus of the postulate advanced by me at the be~ 
ginning of ny statements, after oxanining the subjective co-guilt of 
every single defendant, after the refusal of the co-responsibility of 
each individual only from the fact of his participation in the actions 
which are considered as preparation for a war of aggression by the 
EECCA at-eny poTzoà cf tino, simply without examination and 
investigation of his knowledge of Hitler's aims and intentions,’ becomes 


evidente 
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To weive and disregerd , this postulete, as the Prosecution does, would be 
to contradict every sense of justice, the most primitive as well the most 
highly developed, in every nation on earth. Tho "summum jus" Sought in thi 
trial would become & "summa. injuria", 

Tho bost ovidonco of the truth of this essertion is porsonifiod 
by tho defendant von NEURATH himself, Is it not pure folly, is it not 
"summa injuria" to recuse this men of connivonco im plenning 
wars of aggression; this man who deemed it his oxclusive an 

do neny a personel sacrifice, to prevent 
ontenglonont involving wer; end who, the momont 
wos beyond him, forthwith rosigned. his function and dem@nded his dism>ssl 
Tho Prosecution obviously foel this thensolvos, othorwise they would not 
fondant 's alleged joint culpability, 

+ HAtlor's conference on the 5 November 1937, 
hoyovor, thet it wes this conforonco and Hitlor's doviation fron 2 
to a wer policy which doterrinod o defond ) further ۶ 
end thoroby make it clear thet ho has no 1 the past "nd is n 
properod to concur in tho futuro in, or Approvo of, the 
or waging of a w geression. This, ovory chargo of guilt 
Indictnont against dofendent von Noureth is originelly void, onco 


For should ho be further accused of 
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having broken international treaties while responsible for the conduct 

of German foreign policy, it must be pointed out, in answer, that 
according to the clear wording of the Charter, the breach of international 
treaties does not constitute a punishable crime in itself, and becones 

a punishable crime only when 1t serves the purpose of preparation for wars 
of aggressione ~ If such a breach of treaty serves this purpose, it must 
be intended to do so by its author, or af least its author must ‘havo 
conscicnce of the fact. That defendant v. Neurath had no such intention 
nor indeed tho faintest conscience of the above implication is quite 
clearly proved by his resignation from the office of Foreign Minister. 

But I shell moreover demonstrate to you that even the charge of 


violation or breach of international treaties is without foundatione 


When, on the 2 June 1932, defendant von Neurath took over the 
Foreign Office at Hindenburg's request, there were two questions that 
far surpassed in importance every other European problem and awaited an 
urgent solution: they were the problem of the German Reparations and the 
problem of tho disarnanont of the victor Powers and of German equality 
of rights, inseparable from it. The first question,- the defendant and 
the then Reich Chancellor won Papen managed to conduct towards a 
satisfactory solution at the Conference held by the Powers in Lausanne on 
the 10 June 1932, a few days after the defendant's assumption of office. 
At the closing session of the Conference on the 9 July 1932, Gernary was 
acquitted of the finencial servitulo established by the Treaty of — 
Versáilles against a single final paynent of 3 nilliard marks. - The Young 
Plan was obsolete, and only Germany's obligations deriving fron tho 
loans granted her remained in force. Thus cane for Germany the political 


achievenent that Part VIII of the Treaty of Versailles in which the 


Reparation obligations were contaired in virtue of article 232, becane 


6:9 01 0 
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The first breach was made. Matters differed as regarcs the disarmament 
problem. This arose from the obligation for disarmament imposed on 
Germany according to part V of the Treaty of Versailles which, I presume, 
is well known, In case of its fulfilment, the preamble to this pert 
likewise prescribed disarmemént for the highly-armed victor nations in 
reciprocity. Germany had disarmed; it had already fully met its obli- 
zations in 1927, an uncontested fact which the League of Nations also 
had expressly recognized. This was the basis for Germany's request for 
rociprocal cormliance by the other partners to the Treaty, as provided 
in the Preamble to Part V. and Germany hed announced its request for 
Cisarmamont by the highly-armed States and in conjunction thorewith ro- 
cognition of her equality of rights a considerable timo 0 

fondant took office, However, during tho so-called 

tho negotiations not only had mado no 8 by tho time tho 


kn) 


took ovor tho Foreign Office, but just at that timo, tho summor of 1: 
hed wocomo considerably moro difficult. In viow of the short time 
allotted for my disposel, I again refor for àotails to the German Mono- 
August 1982 (my document book II, Wo.40) and to my client's 
intorviow of 6 So»tombor 1 ith a roprosontetivo of tho Wolff Tolograph 


Offico, to bo found in tho same docunont book under 0 


should like to rofor 
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to the defendant's declaration of 36 September 1922 before the 
German Press, submitted to the Tribunal under No, 45, my document 
book Il. These declarations, = all of which were made preparatory 
to the resumption of negotiations by the Disarmament Conference on 
16 October 1932, and in order to demonstrate the seriousness of the 
situation to the world and to the Western Powezg-provo clearly 
and unoquiYe0a8lly the great, fundanental tenderey of the defendants 

his trond of thought and the intentions as a hunan being, as 
a diplomat and as Foreign Minister which dominated his entire policy 
fron the beginni'., until his resignation, and which can bo summarized 
in the stateznnt? to avoid and prefent the settling of differences 
through force of arns; to realize all goals and tasks of German 

Policy by peaceful means onky; to reject was 

in a word, to strengthen and safeguard peace 

the sane tendency which M, Francois Poncet, the 
Anbassador to Berlin — so succinctly referred to as a characteristic 
of the defendant in bis lester which I submitted to the 
per No. 162 of ny docunent book V - and which was unaninously 
confirned by all witnesses and affidavits,.While the opening of 
negotiations at the Disarmament Conference &Æ pressed what really might 
be termed an affront to Germany which caused the head of the Gernan 
Delegation to declare that under such conditions 1t would not be 
possible for hin to continue to attend the negotiations,-— the 


western Powers 4n the end could not close their rinés to the ethics 


of a policy inspired by such tendencies and, following a suggestion 
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by the British Government, on 11 Desember 1932 the conclusion of the known 

Five-rowrr Agreement wes brought about (sge my document book II, No. 47 a) 

in which England, Frence and Italy, with tho admission of tho United States 6 
recognized 

Amorice.,/Gormeny's oguslity of rights. On 14 Decombor 1252 the Man Comittee 

of tho Disarmament Conforonco expressed its ploesure in treking cognizence 

of this =crocmont end tho German Dologeto oxpressod his 2020126088 to resume 


participation in tho doliberetions of tho conferonce, strossing also that t: 


1 


equality rocognizod on 11 Docombo J gerd to Germany was tho conditi 
sino cue non for this continued participation by Gormeny. It soor 100 that a 
grcat stop forwerd had thus boon mado in tho path 1020406 to en unđorstandir 


on tho quostion of dissrnemont. 
= 


Howover, things voro to take/difforont turn: Imnodistoly following 
the oponing of tho conference meoting Again in Genova, on 2 Fobruery 1933, 
Sorious cleshos occurred between the Gorman end tho Fronch Dologetion, in tr 
courso of which M. Feul Boncour, tho French 
tho Fivo Fowor Acroonont cf 11 December 1982 10۳117 i 


involved fivo powers only. T e estonishment not only 


۳5 


for these incrorsingly acuto 0 : 1 tho funcenonta 


attitude ^s rogerds tho basic question ofthe 

down in tho Fronch Plean of 14 Ic 

Contrary to tho stipuletions of the Troety of Vorszillos 0 own a 
herotofore, France suddenly tock tho position in this plen that armies mado 


1 soldiers with =. long period ^f 9 
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were aggressive in character anid, conscquontly, mo^nt a throat to 
peace ant thet only armies with a short perioit of service were defen- 
sivc in character. I regret thet for -lack of time I 

only from reverting ^t sronter length tc the Actrils 


the differences which became 


more critical betweon Germany and the other P 


presune that they are known and confine mrsolf 
the new French thesis, which tho Disarmmont Con 
ws Clearly and unequivocally directed ncninst Germany 


/ + د 
D.‏ 


Reichswehr ^s it had come into being in accordance with 


which if it 


militia army with ^ 


still further ređi 


owever 
, however , 


unwilling to cisarm, which 


reeiprocal 
cxorossion cí 


E MEC 
0۳01 


prevent the throaténin; 
consiveration for her own security and 
gcneral disarmament as a result of the richt to 


il 


equality by reason of recopnition accordcd hor on [1 December 5 


were‏ و32 
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In the interest of the clarification of these things and of tho prosen- 
tation of tho increasing gravity of t on before world 
publicity, my client felt it necessary i putlish in the well known 
Goneva periodical "Voelkerdund" on 11 May 1933 - Document Book II No 51 - 
en article in which ho dicussod the result which the conforence nad so 
described tho German attitude in detail am finally c 
fl. 


1 2 ho ? i salizati of ti 
lished thet tho German demand for tho practical realization of tno 


equality of rizhts of Gormany by disarmament of the havily armed countries 
was wrecked 7 eck of will of these countries to disarm, and t 
therefore Germany in tho interest of her own security was fo 
start completing her armament, should the general limitation 
armament within the frame work of the English Mac DONALD vlan not satis- 
demands for security. 
This conclusion was wholly justified in 
ign political situation at that tim These averavated even 
had intensified the crisis et the Di 


part, 


$ ۰ m ^ ف ج‎ Af DMowor 
prevailed since H a's ع‎ tion of power 


30 January 


would lead 
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about the so-called Germen Rvolution, which mede it ^ppoar a European 


danger not only in France and in her allied comtttes, but also in Eng- 
land 
The fear of such a danger affected the attitude of the Western 


Powers at the Disarwenent Conference to an ever increasing degree, 
where Germany's completely logical and consistent voint of view 
was regarded as provocation. But these worries of theirs, their 
insecurity in face of the new Germany, led to even nuch more 
extensive measures and threats. With England's consent Franc 
began militery preparations in tho first days of May 1932, placing 
the border fortifications, which had already been provided with in- 
creased garrisons during the winter in a state of alarm, alerting 
tho large camps in Lorraine, the devloyment area of her arny of the 
and carrying out & large trial mobilization betweon Belfort, 
nd St. Ludwig, at which the Chief of the Fronch General 
off, General WSIGAND, appeared in person, and at the same time the 
French Foreign tinister Paul BCNCOUS ostentatiously declared in his 
10n 12 Hoy 1933 before the French Senate that, in view of t 
revolutionary explosions in Germany, Italy would have to be kept 
firmly among the group of Western Powers; an 
attitude at the Disarmament Conference, he added that Germany 
adhere strictly to the Treaty of Versailles, if she wanted to 
the Reichswehr, And these words ۵8 tho French Minister, which 
could only be understood as a threat, were still further emphasized 


and confirmed by similar statements of the British 


Wo 
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UN 
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War Minister HAILSHAAL end the ovheraice so pacifist minded Lord 
ECIL, in the English House of Commons; the latter even encouraged 
France to carry out further military operations. The situation was 
so strain ! Europe seemed to be standing cirectly on tho brink 

of a new war. 

Mis مدخو دوعو‎ gravity of the s.ur 4 
which wos loading Europo close to disaster is one of the basic 
reasons for the entire subsequent policy of the defendent von 


years. — Therefore, the question nu 


NEURATH during the following ; 
be examined as briefly as possible, to seo whrt consequences it 

wos bound to have, 

a German point of ۰ 

spring of 5 Germe ny 

wor; it would have been comple > nedness sheer desire 
destruction, to fight a war Bg in he ies of 0 

allies, which counted millions of men anc were excellently 
equipped with the latest weapons 

wohr of one hundred thousand men wh 

rotorized weapons of attack whatsocver, 

no rilitery 1 Fear | rninent attack frou 

tho port of Gormany could, therefore, on the point of view of the 
Western Powers, under no circuuist^ncos be the reason for their 
position and attitude. The one plansible reason could lio only 

in the attitude of the Vostcrn Powers in roc^rc to the question 

disarmzanent as such, that is, in their unwillingness to carry‏ مد 

it out, to continuo to discririn^to agninst Gercany, to continue 

to refuse her the ronliz^tion of hor oquelity of rights end to 


continuo t cop downe 
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In this lono, for the lo»dor of Germen foroign policy, lay the reason 

for tho final propos*ls of France 8 well ۶5 Eng 

@onference, which wero unaccopteble to Gormeny for reasons of justico ^8 
woll as for reasons of her own socurity end hor nations 1 honor. Boc uso 
even in spite of Gorn'ny*? is اوه‎ which was recognized by tho Wostorn 
Powers, in the Fivo-Bowor-Docler^tion, the French plen of 1: Wovoribor 

1932 ^s woll ^s -lso tho English plan of 16 M-rch 1922, tho Me DONALD pln 
and tho rosclutions of tho Disern^ront @nforonce includoé therein, 0 
any practicel re: ligation of o wlity, evon fron tho most objectivo شاد وه‎ 
point. 

What justly en? objectively thinking porson can end wishos to 
ropro^ch the Gormon Steto lesdership, if it crow the conclusions fron ^11 
this, -n& recognimec, that this behavior of tho Western powers conteined 
not only > violation -f£ existing treaties, na 0 of the Treaty of Vor- 
sailles with rogerd t^ Ciscrmement, but lso the will of the Western powers 
to prevent 7 from maintaining her dem nes, justificd by treaty, by 
force of arms if necessary, and furthermore t^ koop her ^s ^ gocond-r^to 
Stato, anû -lso to refuse hor the security cu-r^ntooü to her also in the 
Tro-ty of Vers-illes. Can you, your Honors reproach ^ State 10200210 
which wis 2۶۲۵ of its rosponsi bility towerds its pooplo, if this ro. liz 

tion fron now on hac to be Coeisivo for the c ntinuocc Ciroction of fcréign 
policy? Beeause tho hichest cuty f every ét-to leccership which is aw re 
of its responsibility in foreign policy, is tho socuring anû n^intonenco 


of tho oxistonco 2nd tho independence of its St-to, the 6 r Aa 
= 
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respected end free position in the Council cf Netions. A statesman who 
neglects this duty sirsazeinst his own people. This reelizgaticn should 
cerry all the ore weisat because on the part of Gerueny nathi 

heppened which might have been interpreted as a threat against the 

Powers. On the cuntrery HITLER, in ais first prosrei 41 in a 

still elected in accordance with Demccratic principles, à 

declared on 23 March 1933, punctuated by unanin,us applause, his will for 
peace, pcrticulerly emp 


confessed hinself prepared for peaceful collaboration 


considere? the final rouovel cf 


the netions into victors ani vanquished 


ITNT TR. 


relaxation only then tock place when HITLER, 0 


influence of the defendent von NEURATE, at tho clinax of the crisis, 


once nore t> the world with the greatest emphasis 
will for peece in his creat s:;-c2lleà posce-eddre fore the Reichstag; -n 
17 May 1933 - it is in excerpt forn in ry Document Book 


expressed his conviction, thet, es he declared literally, no new Suropean 


wer would be in the position to 
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the unsatisfactory conditions of today by something better; the breaking 
out of such an insanity, as he described the wer, would be bound to lead to 
the collapse of the present social and State order. 

This speech of HITLER, whose honesty and sincerity cannot be denied 
according to the evidence, and whose »ower of conviction also proved 
irresistible to the Western Powers, effected a general relaxation of the 
situation, the danger of a new international wer was averted, and the world 
took a deep breath. This, however, also marked the end of the isolation 

Gernany, which caused her inner change and every 
cind of revolution, and German forcign policy took the opportunity gladly 
and with sincere will for active collaboration in the political state 
ganble, which wes offored to hor by the suggestion of MUSSOLINI to unite 


the great Powers, En-loand, France, Italy and Gersany in a so-called Four 


r 


1 ۰ 
Power Pact. This treaty, which was signed on 8 June 1933 in Rone and which 


signed in the middle of June 1933 also by Geruany, and which in its 
preanble also referred expressly to the Five-Power dizrocitent of 11 December 
1932, wes to place the participating Powers in such a ition ] AT 
further negotiations in a larger circle, as for exemple in tho 2 1 
Conference should roach a stnlomate, they could neet at a suallor 
conference table. _ For Germany the main notive lay in the fact that she 
again becane an active member in the-totelity of European policy in which 
she was participating as a partner with equal rights in an international 
agreecont, which contrasted the discrimination against Germany in its 


contents as well as in its charactor. æ 
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As a matter of fact, this part was concluded at a time when a new 
international tension was already arising and increasing which agein 
threatened to isolate Germany's position. This time it had its cource 
not so much in the Disarmament Conference, the proceedings of which, 
after the customary fruitless endeavors for progress, were again sus- 
pended on 29 June 1933 until 16 October 1933, as in the contrasting 
position of Germany and Austria in the World Economic Conference which 
opened in London on 12 June 1933. The Austrian Prime Minister DOLLFUSS 
made use of this conference to call the attention of the Powers to a 
purported threat to Austria's independence by Germany, in that 
Germany of lending support to the Austrian National Socialists 
fight against his (Dollfuss! ) Government. Making the Austrian 

en gravity for European policy and calling on the Powers 
protection against alleged threat to Austria's independence by Germany - 
which the former considered an important stone in thi 
European power relations, — he aggravated their mood 
quieted down only 2 short time before with some 
was then in the summer of 1933 is shown in my 
Nos. 11 end 12, reports of the defendant to Reich Pres 
and HITLER, dated 19 June 1933; but reference is 
by tho defendant on 15 September 1933 - document 
representatives of the forcign press, which also 
consequences of such a mood for the prospects of tho provosed negotiation: 


to be resumed by the Disarmament Conference on 16 October 1933 
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and which is reflected in his words: “Judging by certain indic^tions, 

tho rordiness of highly armed States to carry out disarmament obligations 
for which they pledged then ne to bo smaller today than over. 
Finally, there is only one alter” tive: Realization of the right to equ 
ty or olse a collapse of the entii: idea of disarmament, with 
consequences, for which responsibility would not rest on Germany". 

This scepticism of the defendent as regerds the political situation 
in gencral, and prospects of the Disarmament Conference in particular, 
wer only too well founded. For the new so-called Simon Plan - submitted 
even before the Conference xed by Sir John Simon, head of tho English 

ozation, as a basis for negotiations — end to a no less degree 

ement relative thereto made by Sir John, made it 

‘ 
wers still continued to be the 
spring of 1933 and that they were even still less disvosod 
Gormany's demand for an equality of rights. For Sir John declared 
plain longusge thet in view.of the present non-clarified conditions 
Europe, end cons م‎ the 0 ously shaken confidence 
a disarmament conference, even efter the ‘pattern of the 
which Gormany in the spring had ‘lared unacceptable, 
his not only meant bringing an unjustified accusation 
no more but stand on the rights accorded it by treaty 
but it also was a clear denial of any kind of ree ation of 
equality of rights and of disermament. as a matter of fact, 
farther short than previous Dlans 


Germany's rightful demand for equality of 
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em the armaments of all states among eachother including Germany. 

Tine being too short, I once nore have to refrain here fron going into 
detail and must confine myself to pointing out that it meant an increased 
restriction and reduction of Gornan arnanent in favor of the othor 
nations. Because it provided that during the first half of the 8 years 
duration of the proposed disarnanent ب‎ Gornany alone, — through tho 
conversion of its Reichswehr into an arny with a brief period of 
serce, ~ would as a practical natter bo still further disarned, 
subjecting hersclf, in addition, to an arnanent control by the Powers, 
while tho highly-arnod powers were not scheduled to Begin disarning 
until the fifth year, and thon i; in terns of Manpower reserve, not 
in torus of arms. Those provisions demonstrated clearer than ever that 
not only did the Western Powers not intend to disarm, but that thoy 
wanted to weaken Gernany still nore and make hor tractable to their 
power intcorestsy There was no more mention made of the fact that tho 
Fivo-Powor-Acereonont of 11 Decenber 1932 had agreed to recognize 


Gorneny!s equality of rights, 


It really should have been clear to the Vestern Powers as well 
that such a plan dopriving hor of 4 chence to participate in further 
negotiations at the Conforence was bound to be unacceptable to 
Germany fron the outset, However, on the strength of the lessons 
which Gerrian foreign policy learned in the spring of 1933 — wken 
Gorneny cane very near having tho Western powers threaten her with 
war because she was unwil!inz to renounce her just demands, ¬ nothing 
was, left to her this tino tut tc «wor the new threat which this 


plan unfoubtedly involved 
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not only by rejecting tho plan but also be withdrawing from tho Disarieme, 


Ri * ۹ Le * 0 
Vonferonec as well as the Loeguo of Nations. Further negotiations durin; 


the conference under such conditions wore doomed end could only result i: 
a still groetcr heightening of contrasts. 
It is difficult to understand why the Jestern Powers failed 
forcsec Germany's attitude end took hor withdrawal from tho League 
end the Disarmament Conference 2s a surprise. In HITLER!s 
appeal for peace, delivered on 17 May 1933 and alroady citcd here, he 
oxpresscd in unequivocal terms that notwithstanding the sincere will for 
E 


and honest willingness towards still further disarmament - provided 


ntertained by tho Germn Government cnd the German peo; 


Y 


onsont to further humiliation and to 11322531012 of i 
of rights د‎ thet, if such 
conscqucnces without hcsitation. Still 


thet in all ccrnestness the Prosecution pl: 


for this withdrawal by Germeny on the dcfendcnt NSUFu.TH 


1 von NSUR-TH, 
Foreign Policy, and that it boliovos it can find evidence of 


action by him in preparation for future wars of aggression. 


be explained by the fa thet tho Trosecution preseves a complet 

on the reasons and happonings which lod up his withdrawal, and 
tries to ercate the impression that Germany's withdrawal occurrcd 
itnout ecuse.—T5e cxtent to wiich tho Prosocution!s attempt to inter- 


as an ection in preperation for war is contrary to 


ot j ز‎ 10 
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history becomes cleerly ^pperont from the fect, — which the Prosecution 
also passed over in silence,—that concurrent with its declarati n of 
withdrewrl the Germen Government, through HITLER's speech of 14 October 1: 
as woll as also through the speech of the defendant von NEURATH of 15 Oc? 
bor 1933 (document book II, Nos, 50& end 59) not only Geclered with -11 
pessible emph=sis its unch-ncinc desire for pesco nè ro»dinoss to negoti: 

te in tho case of *ny dissrmement plon which would consider Gern:ny!s 

ejuslity of rights, but - 0 ‘od to erry into practico this willing- 

ness to nogoti-to by subnittin; 

Qis rnuenent, ود‎ sot forti ۱ nonor-ndun properod by my 

submitted to tho Powers on 19 

The interview granted by the 

Berlin (interview 6ocunont 
no wish. A government or 

pre, or oven pln, =n *£ggrossivo war is h:^ràly likely to 

for linitine, or even still further reducing, the arm nont of countrios, 

incluéing his own.—. 


Divlonetic nogoti-ti.ons botwoon Germ-ny “nà tho individual 3 


Powers which followed the nenor-ndum of 18 December 1933 ended, 
my prosuno to be woll known, with tho Noto of tho French Government t 
Enélish Government of 17 April 1934 ~ (document book III, No.70), 
oor tv furt r nogoti-ticns -s proposod in «n English 


ionorendum of 29 J*:nu-ry 1932 ۰ ۰ woll as snother momorendum of tho Gerne: 


Govornmont of 13 Merch 19824. 
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as this was fully stated in the speech of the defendant von NEURATH 
on 27 April 1934 - Document book III No, 70. 
The fact which appeared in the preceeding discussions is 
intorosting and iust be emphasized here, that in the course of 
the sane an indisputable chanse was shown in relations between 
France and Russia, the further development of which becane nore 
or less authorative, not only for the Gorman foreign policy, but 
also for the entire European policy in the coming مه م۳029‎ 0 
Russian ropresentative in his spooch to the Office of the Dis- 
ment Conference on 10 
point of viow alwys 
that tho task of tho Disarmue..cut Conforence is to decide on a 
nost widc-recching reduction of sraezonts, as through this security 
be best provided for, and tho non-success of their dlsornanont 
offorts, but Git not, however, draw the conclusion therefrom that 
the Conference had failed, but on the contrary defined the creation 
of new security instrwients of International Law as the sol 
ent Conference, a point of view which was under- 
lined further by the Russian Foreign Minister LITVINOW on 29 April 
With this thesis Russia had sade the point of view of 
France her own: First security, then disarmament; but beyond 
that the door is opened to the increased disarmament exertions 
of all the nations. It becomes evident imzediately of what far- 
was 


reaching inportance this fact/, if I refer to the French-Russian 


Assistance Pact which was s?-nod 1 year later 
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of 


which induced the withdrawal/German armed soverciznty occasioned 


by this ond by the increase in armament of all the remaining 


States, A direct route leads from this declaration of the Russian 


Minister via the expletive negotiations in the summer of 


garding the project of the so-called Eastern Pact to the 


"Russian Assistance Pact of 2 May 1935 and the Russo-Czcch- 


^ 


stance Pact of 16 May 1935, 


The French Note of 17 April 1934 with its entecorianl "Io", 


Sisnificd the closure of an ep’ 


b 


one in internstional policy. France eave to understand 


to carry on with n general agreement 


of the questions of disarm- 


but decided to go hor own way from now on,.T 


É Mle» 2110 


lay, obviously in the fact that she recognizod 


ht shc ۵ 


- recognizes that the mostinportant of tho particips- 


1g Powers, England and Italy, were not preprred tc follow her 


unconditionally any more, to continuo to refuse Gornany 
equality of ats theoretically grante her on 11 December 1922, 


gh the far reaching approximation of the 


of view in the Enclish Menorandun 
29 January 1934 and in the 
on 
: ع اد یج‎ ak a DM. 1 {oe : 5 
nistor sDSi/ 26 February 1934, which den with the clearly outlined 


declaration of MUSSOLINI to the English 


1 11 


^n point of view in thc Memoranéun 


r tendency was shown in tho Momornndun 


* Tp 3t NY 1^ ۳ د‎ ١ 1 TY, 
d Fowers, namely Denmnz’>. Spain, Norway, 
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of 14 april 1934, but also, above all, the speech of the Belgian 
Minister President 6ount BROqUEVILLE of 6 March 1934 (Document Book 
III No 66) showed the seme tends ۰ 


e 


With this note of 17 Aoril 1934, to which the defendant von 
NEURATH referred in his speach of 27 April 1924 - Document Book III 
No 74 — before the German Press explained his attitude thoroughly 


p 


and, convincingly, France, as was saon to apparent, finally abandoned 
the princivles of the Versailles Treaty, the preamble to 
part V of which has fixed in unmistakable manner tho ganeral disarma- 
ment of all States of tho League of Nations as the basis and the counter- 
rmament of Germany. The new Trench policy set 
up immediately after the note of 17 Avril 1934 let it soon be known 
that it had decided to do exactly the opposite of the basic idea of 
he Versaille Treaty regarding German disarmanent.- 
Trench Foreign Minister Lonis BARTHON began on 20 april 
journey eastwerds, which took him to Warsaw end Prague end 
28 it soon trans: "od, ttted to prepare the ground for 
the resumption of Giplomatic rol- ions between the States of the so~ 
alled Little Entente with Russia, which so far did not exist, and thus 
prepare the way for the inclusion of the greatest military power of 
European politics on the side of France, This succoodod. 
Czccho-Slovakia and Rumania, the most important States of the Little 


Entonte, recognised tho Russiax Government on 9 Juno 1984 and ronowod 


diplomatic rolations with it. 
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In this ۲ France hai mide ^ firs Li i 
way France hal mace the first breach in the ideological 


gical avorsion of the European States arninst tho S vict 


Ru: in of thet time, تمد‎ the Fronch Minister fo Foreign Anffairs 
nh nd journey to tho East, 
^11) nawf ar A yr i ^c 1 2 
ula now/not only win the consent of all States of thc Little 


the so-enllod Tast ده‎ Pact which had lone وعد‎ bccn ne 
sia, but could subsequently place it 
nal policy in Londen in the beeinni 


the Czecheslovak 


sen lled collective-pence, 
me need for sanctions, sh 
history, - he coined 
agreement ir the beginning of July 1934 
of the visit of Ba 1 to London, not only t 
the entry of the S 
tho Lencue of Nati ns, which hid been surscated y France. On 
December 1934 the League of Nations officinlly resolved to accept ' 
the Le-gue. Thus France had for the most part alrondy 


— 
HR 


inclusion of Russia. tho 


1 politics, and indecd on her side 
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50571801 change of European Power concítions, 


German foreign policy under tho direction of the defendant not only 


3 


“ntinued un^ltcre: anl consequently its perceful struz.lo for the 


r^ctic^l recoznition of Gernan equality, oven n^fter tho French 


April 1934 which it considered disastrous, but also 
, 


In his speech of 27 April 1934 -lrendy prc- 


6 


viously quotei, my client بط‎ again ^ni unreserve?ly 


Germany, th-t 


peace 


ase our armaments 


are concerned, 


vac opportun 
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no intention of attacking you. We just wish to bo so strong that the 
others will have no wish to atteck us. The more the world speeks of th 
formation of blocks, tho cle-rer it becomos to us th-t we must concern 
ourselves with the m-int-inzr » of our own power", 

It wes the seme ch:/nge of tho power rel tionships which wes con- 
stently taking more clesrly defined shzpo, and the realigntion of poli- 
tical tendencies, which were the bates of the English -ir &4rmsment 
progrzem which wes announced berore o House of Commons on 19 July 1934, 
ond which the French ! ster Pres! yume ۳ 8860 in his speec 
of 13 ۲ 
Berthou with tho words "The week n^tions ~ro booty or a ۵ 
No matter however how irrofut-bly correct this ido. ro-lly wes, it 
rocoivod, ^8 fer ^s tho -ttitude of the Western Powers toward Germany 

concerned, as littlo conei?eration ^s ll attempts 
policy, to carry on tho negot E 0 2 dis^rmn^mont juesticn 
nd *s tho repeated declor-tions of Germ’ ny about hor preparedness 
understanding.  Gorm^ny wis denied now ^s before tho recogniti 
feet ۰190 mede it imoossible for German foreign policy, 
t 
encirclement policy of Franco which became moro ciscor 
join the Zestorn Pact. The reasons for this ۴ 
ve beon presented in detsil in tho communique of 
n Government of 10 Septembor 1934 ~ Documont Book III No. C5. 
culminste in the di- gnosis thet Germ-ny, in view of her indisputes 


t ry werkmess “nû defect, could not teke on eny treaty 8 


tow=rds the highly ^rmod St 
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which wight involve her in ell possible conflicts in the Fast, and could 
nake hor a probable war theater. It wes not the lack of preparedness 

to participete in international .reaties | lack of a will for 
peace, which caused Germany to .eintain this ettituce, put first end 
foronogt hor nctori.us ailitery weakness. In adtition to this cane 

truo charsctor -f Frence's polic, which showo?^ itself more end nore, 

that of tho Eastern Pact as en instrument f tho French policy of oncircl. 


nont Cirected ecainst Germany. This character becano clear to all the wor 
yf the French Cabinet on 
23 Novenber 1934, the ) 3 nin | described as an undenisble 
a f rusel Sntonto 9 toà between France ond Russia, 

basis of which Jranee would be i.2paroà to furnish e 
equipped end woll-treined eray in the event f 2 conflict. 

89. - This fact, acwever, wes cleerly 2nd openly proved 

the Goeleretisn -f the French Minister for Foreign affeirs LaVAL 
5 before a roprescnteotive of the Russian newspeper 
connection with the franc —Russien 
interpretations of LITVINOV 
For those well-informed there © uli exis 
axistonco of a close French alliance, oven 


al text only tock place ne May 193 


nani 


the retificetion of the Russ ~Czechoslovak 


€ 


of 16 Mey 1935. 


ےت 





تا 


of ncedg, forced upon the mind of every 
clear-thinking person that s a perfect systcn 
of French allianccs borc a desperate likcness to 
the onc which | had opposed Germany 0266 alrcady, 
in the ycar 1914, This unvoluntary parallcl 
nakc cvery Gerana ع‎ saan draw the con- 


CA,‏ ےد 


that those allian 
Gcriany and 
nenace 
this obvious 
nilitary armancnits 
non-Gcerman countrics had bccn carricd 
1S. 
to carry out her 1586-56 armancnt 
British whit 


ANE rne en rs 
Of WAlCA 


being an official docuacnt, 


joyful 
Ozceno-Slovakia 
Decenber 1954 
doe. book l nd Italy also was continually 
increasing her araan 
expcrincnts of the Mattor ycars, 
bound to bo felt fron thc poi f view 
I havc shown you, ny Lords- as 
menace, and interpreted aecordingl; 


menace which left Gernany all but dcfenecless. 
3 3- 
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nent with the 
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a: situation which frustrated the aim 


Locarno treat 


r, nemcly to give Germany protection against 
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denger caused by the demilitarization of tho 
constollstioi f Europe had bee 
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proceeded thereby from an incorrect premise accor- 


nanely the premise that a Germany 


presented a danger and a threat 


Gernan people 
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